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Upon rising from the table, the King passed, accord-
ing to custom, into the apartments of Madame de 'Main-
tenon, followed by the Princesses of the blood, who
grouped themselves around him upon stools; the oth-
ers who entered, kept at a distance. Almost before he
had seated himself in his chair, he said to Madame de
Maintenon, that he had just been witness of an act of
"incredible insolence" (that was the term he used)
which had thrown him into such a rage that he had
been unable to eat; that such an enterprise would have
been insupportable in a woman of the highest quality;
but coming, as it did, from a mere bourgeois**, it had
so affected him, that ten times he had been upon the
point of making her leave the table, and that he was
only restrained by consideration for her husband. Af-
ter this outbreak he made a long discourse upon the
genealogy of Madame de Torcy's family, and other
matters; and then, to the astonishment of all present,
grew as angry as ever against Madame de Toivy. i It*
went off then into a discourse upon the dignity of the
Dukes, and in conclusion, he charged the Princesses to
tell Madame de Torcy to what extent he had found
her conduct impertinent. The Princesses looked at
each other, and not one seemed to like this commis-
sion; whereupon the King, growing more angry, said,
that it must be undertaken however, and left the room.

The news of what had taken place, and of the King's
choler, soon spread all over the Court, It was be-
lieved, however, that all was over, and that nothing
more would be heard of the matter. Yet the very same
evening the King broke out again with even more bit-
terness than before. On the morrow, too, surprise was